February 23, 2025

Season of Epiphany

SIGNS OF LIFE

John writes toward the end of His Gospel, “Now Jesus did many other signs...which are not written in
this book; but these are written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and
that by believing you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31). John shares with us some
wonderful stories of miracles (signs to point to Jesus being the Son of God), many of which are unique
to his writing. The Epiphany season which we are celebrating is a time to focus on the works of Jesus
that revealed this truth. The signs and works are many, but the purpose of them is the same, for us to
believe Jesus and live in that belief.
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HE SEA BECAME ROUGH BECAUSE A STRONG WIND WAS B 3
THEY 'SAW JESUS WALKING-ON THE SEA AND COMING NEAR_THE BORTS
JoHn 6:18=18 -

“WALKING ON WATER”

WELCOME

OPENING HYMN “God Himself Is Present” LSB 907




INVOCATION
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In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse
us from all unrighteousness.

| said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,

and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.

CONFESSION OF SINS
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Please take a moment for silent confession

Most Merciful God,

we confess that we are by nature, sinful and unclean. We have sinned against You in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved or trusted You with our whole heart. We have not loved our neighbor as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy upon us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS
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Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, | therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the I« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

Be merciful to me, O God, be merciful to me,

for in you my soul takes refuge;

in the shadow of your wings I will take refuge, till the storms of destruction pass by.

I cry out to God Most High,

to God who fulfills his purpose for me.

He will send from heaven and save me;

he will put to shame him who tramples on me.

God will send out his steadfast love and his faithfulness! (Psalm 57:1-3)



HYMN OF PRAISE “Gloria in Excelsis” LSB pg. 154
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Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His peo - ple on earth.
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Lord God, heav-en-ly king, al-might-y God and Fa - ther:
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We wor-ship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for Your glo-ry.
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Lord Je-sus Christ, on-ly Son of the Fa-ther, Lord God, Lamb of God:
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You take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on us.
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You are seat-ed at the right hand of the Fa-ther; re-ceive our prayer.
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For You a-lone are the Ho-ly One, You a-lone are the Lord,
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You a-lone are the Most High, Je-sus Christ, with the Ho-ly Spir-it,
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in the glo - ry of God the Fa-ther A - men.



Please be seated

OLD TESTAMENT READING Psalm 55:1-8

Give ear to my prayer, O God, and hide not yourself from my plea Give ear to
for mercy! 2 Attend to me, and answer me; | am restless in my my prayer, 0
complaint and I moan, 2 because of the noise of the enemy, because Go d 4 CIO not

of the oppression of the wicked. For they drop trouble upon
me, and in anger they bear a grudge against me. *My heart is in
anguish within me; the terrors of death have fallen upon me. ° Fear
and trembling come upon me, and horror overwhelms me. ¢ And | ‘FYOM my
say, “Oh, that I had wings like a dove! | would fly away and be at ’ .
rest; "yes, | would wander far away; | would lodge in the supphca'hon.
wilderness; & I would hurry to find a shelter from the raging wind Psa[ms 551
and tempest.” :

hide yoursel+ |

E: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God

NEW TESTAMENT READING Revelation 1:9-11, 17-18

°1, John, your brother and partner inthe tribulation and the
kingdom and the patient endurance that are in Jesus, was on the
island called Patmos on account of the word of God and the
testimony of Jesus. ° 1 was in the Spirit on the Lord's day, and |
heard behind me a loud voice like a trumpet * saying, “Write
what you see in a book and send it to the seven churches, to
Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to
Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.” " When | saw him,
| fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on :
me, saying, “Fear not, | am the first and the last, ®and the living one. | died, and behold | am alive
forevermore, and | have the keys of Death and Hades.

E: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

SPECIAL MUSIC “This Little Light of Mine” Praisemakers

Please stand



P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 6™ chapter.
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING John 6:1-21

After this Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of
Galilee, which is the Sea of Tiberias. 2And a large crowd
was following him, because they saw the signs that he was
doing on the sick. 2Jesus went up on the mountain, and
there he sat down with his disciples. * Now the Passover,
the feast of the Jews, was at hand. ° Lifting up his eyes, then,
and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, Jesus
said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these
people may eat?” 8 He said this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. ’ Philip answered
him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.”  One
of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to him, °® “There is a boy here who has five barley
loaves and two fish, but what are they for so many?” 10 Jesus said, “Have the people sit down.” Now
there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, about five thousand in number.  Jesus then
took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who were seated. So also
the fish, as much as they wanted. > And when they had eaten their fill, he told his disciples, “Gather up
the leftover fragments, that nothing may be lost.” 2 So they gathered them up and filled twelve baskets
with fragments from the five barley loaves left by those who had eaten. * When the people saw the sign
that he had done, they said, “This is indeed the Prophet who is to come into the world!” ° Perceiving
then that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, Jesus withdrew again to the
mountain by himself. ¢ When evening came, his disciples went down to the sea, " got into a boat, and
started across the sea to Capernaum. It was now dark, and Jesus had not yet come to them. 8 The sea
became rough because a strong wind was blowing. 1 When they had rowed about three or four
miles, they saw Jesus walking on the sea and coming near the boat, and they were frightened. 2° But he
said to them, “It is I; do not be afraid.” 2* Then they were glad to take him into the boat, and immediately
the boat was at the land to which they were going.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

CONFESSION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the
virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended
into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the
right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge the living and the
dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life -}« everlasting. Amen.



Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

OFFERING HYMN  “Eternal Father, Strong to Save” LSB 717 vs. 1; 2-3 vs. (Navy Hymn)

MESSAGE “WALKING ON WATER / ARRIVED ON SHORE” Pastor Ben Spaulding

Please stand

SPECIAL MUSIC “Abide With Me” Joyful Ringers

PRAYERS

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(Matthew 6:9-13)

BLESSING

P: The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you;
the Lord look upon you with favor ~f« and give you peace. (Numbers 6:24-26)

C: Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me” LSB 722




