Sep 15, 2024

A LIFE OF GRACE AND TRUTH

Who Is Jesus? Who Are We?

“I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”

PRESERVICE “Forever Reign”

WELCOME

OPENING SONG “Here I Am to Worship”

INVOCATION

P: In the name of the Father and of the ~}+ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and in him
is no darkness at all.

C: If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not
practice the truth.

P: But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.

C: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

P: If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all

unrighteousness. (1 John 1:5-9)



Please take a moment for personal, silent confession

CONFEESSION OF SINS

P: Most merciful God,

C: We confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have
not loved or trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus
Christ, have mercy upon us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in
your will and walk in your ways to the glory of your holy name. Amen.

FORGIVENESS OF SINS

P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace
of God unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ~}« Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C: Amen.

P: The darkness is passing away and the true light is already shining!

Please be seated

HYMN OF PRAISE “Thy Strong Word”

OLD TESTAMENT READING Philippians 2:12-18

2 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, so now, not only
as in my presence but much more in my absence, work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling, 2 for it is God who works in you, both
to will and to work for his good pleasure. *Do all things without
grumbling or disputing, *that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and
twisted generation, among whom you shineas lights in the
world, ¢ holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I
may be proud that | did not run in vain or labor in vain. ! Even if | am

(1 John 2:8)

LSB 578 vs. 1, 3-4,6
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to be poured out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with

you all. 8 Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with me.

E: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

Please stand



HYMN “Christ, the Word of God Incarnate” LSB 540 vs. 1

P: The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 8" chapter
C: Glory to You, O Lord.

GOSPEL READING John 8:12-30

12 Again Jesus spoke to them, saying, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will not walk in
darkness, but will have the light of life.” 13 So the Pharisees said to him, “You are bearing witness about
yourself; your testimony is not true.” * Jesus answered, “Even if I do bear witness about myself, my
testimony is true, for I know where | came from and where | am going, but you do not know where |
come from or where | am going. *® You judge according to the flesh; I judge no one. ¢ Yet even if | do
judge, my judgment is true, for it is not | alone who judge, but I and the Father who sent me. " In your
Law it is written that the testimony of two people is true. 18 | am the one who bears witness about myself,
and the Father who sent me bears witness about me.” 1° They said to him therefore, “Where is your
Father?” Jesus answered, “You know neither me nor my Father. If you knew me, you would know my
Father also.” 2° These words he spoke in the treasury, as he taught in the temple; but no one arrested him,
because his hour had not yet come. 2! So he said to them again, “I am going away, and you will seek me,
and you will die in your sin. Where | am going, you cannot come.” 22 So the Jews said, “Will he kill
himself, since he says, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come’?” 2 He said to them, “You are from below;
I am from above. You are of this world; | am not of this world. ?*1 told you that you would die in your
sins, for unless you believe that | am he you will die in your sins.” 2° So they said to him, “Who are you?”
Jesus said to them, “Just what I have been telling you from the beginning. % | have much to say about
you and much to judge, but he who sent me is true, and | declare to the world what | have heard from
him.” 2 They did not understand that he had been speaking to them about the Father. 28 So Jesus said to
them, “When you have lifted up the Son of Man, then you will know that | am he, and that | do nothing
on my own authority, but speak just as the Father taught me. 2° And he who sent me is with me. He has
not left me alone, for I always do the things that are pleasing to him.” 3® As he was saying these
things, many believed in him.

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.




CONFESSION OF FAITH Nicene Creed

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and
invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all
worlds, God of God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one
substance with the Father, by whom all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation
came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made
man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and was buried. And the
third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the right
hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the
Son, who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the
prophets. And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism
for the remission of sins, and | look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to
come. Amen.

Please be seated

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN “Christ Be My Leader” LSB 861
MESSAGE Who Is Jesus? Who Are We? “I AM THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD”
Pastor Ben Spaulding
Please stand
PRAYERS
LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on
earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

(Matthew 6:9-13)



9 CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER ¢

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had
given thanks, He broke it and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat, this is My 1 body,
which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

P: In the same way also, He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it
to them, saying: “Drink of it, all of you; this cup is the new covenant in My k-« blood, which is
shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do as often as you drink it, in remembrance of

Me.”

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.

C: And also with you.

RESPONSE “Agnus Dei” LSB pg. 163

Please be seated

DISTRIBUTION “At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing LSB 633
“Jesus Messiah”
“Your Table I Approach” LSB 628
“Sent Forth by God’s Blessing LSB 643

Please stand
CLOSING SONG “My Lighthouse”

" AGAIN JESUS SPOKE TO THEM,
~ SAYING, ‘I AM THE LIGHT OF THE
~ WORLD. WHOEVER FOLLOWS ME




